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What’s your   
     tipple?

HIGH FIVE TO PEOPLE’S AWARDS
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1 Big Night In: Yealands 
Reserve Sauvignon 

Blanc (£12, 12.5%)
Dry and delicious, this is a 
classy sauvignon blanc 
bursting with flavour. Think 
lime, herbs and tropical 
fruit. Yummy. Available 
from Waitrose, M&S and 
Sainsbury’s.

2 Mindful Drinking 
(7.5% or less ABV): 

Kylie Minogue 0% 
Sparkling Rosé (£6, 0%)
A stunning salmon colour, 
this intense and delicious 
rosé boasts flavours and 
aromas of violets, 
strawberries and citrus 
fruits. Medium-bodied, 
medium-sweet, hugely 
refreshing and a bargain to 
boot. Available from Tesco, 
Morrisons and Asda.

3 The Great Outdoors: 
Hidden Sea Red Blend 

(£7.50, 14.5%)
This medium-bodied mix  
of Shiraz, Cabernet 
Sauvignon and a splash of 
Malbec is bright crimson 

with aromas of cherries, 
spices and oak. A warm 
and welcoming wine.
Available from the Co-op.

4 Boxing Clever Red: 
Bowl Grabber 

Primitivo 2.5l box  
(£20, 13.5%)
This southern Italian red is 
young and juicy and soft 
and currently on offer with 
a tenner off via Ocado so 
snap it up while it lasts.  
On the sweeter side, but 
certainly not cloyingly so. 
Available from Amazon  
and Ocado. 

5 Treat Yourself 
Sparkling (over £19): 

Waitrose Vintage 
Champagne 2012 
(£35.99, 12.5%)
Smooth, dry and gently 
bubbly without being too 
sharp, aromas of apples 
and toast and a dry, 
confident finish help this 
stand head and shoulder 
above most own-brand fizz.
Available from Waitrose 
Cellar.

THE People’s Choice Wine Awards are the only UK 
drinks gongs that include ordinary drinkers alongside 
industry professionals in the judging process. Founded 
in 2017 by Janet Harrison of Cracking Wine, which 

organises tasting events across the country, and marketing 
professional Judy Kendrick, they have gone from strength 
to strength. “We place consumers at the heart of the 
process rather than them being disengaged from it,” 
explains Janet. “They are the ones who buy the wines  
after all.” 

Categories – including night in, easy weekday and 
celebration – are designed to reflect how the average Briton 
chooses and enjoys their wine and make recommendations 
as accessible as possible to ordinary consumers.

“As a competition grounded in the consumer, it makes 
sense that we have developed a curated wine search 
facility,” Janet adds. “So savvy shoppers can find the best 
medal winning wines available in the UK.” 

This year, according to Janet, the awards reflected 
increased interest in no/low alcohol wines; alternative 
packaging – particularly cans and bag-in-box wine; the 
continuing rise of rosé; and, almost needless to say,  
more affordable wines, driven inevitably by the current 
cost-of-living crisis. 

Awards like this are helping to drive the democratisation 
of wine, showing you don’t have to be an expert to enjoy 
tasting, drinking and talking about the grape. 

Let’s raise a glass to everyone involved.

●● Visit peopleschoicedrinksawards.com for information.

When it’s YOUR 
turn to choose 
the best wines

by Matt Nixson

Share your own drink-related tips with matt.nixson@reachplc.com 
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